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* A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be “early syphilis.” This designation covers the
primary, secondary, and early non-P&S stages of syphilis.

1 

Surveillance Summary 

Data in this report includes cases diagnosed with HIV, AIDS, or Early Syphilis 

• In 2020, Louisiana ranked 4th in the nation for HIV case rates (15.6 per 100,000 population) and
11th in the estimated number of HIV cases. The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 7th and the New Orleans
MSA ranked 9th for HIV case rates (18.4 and 17.3 per 100,000, respectively), among the large
metropolitan areas in the nation.  The CDC HIV Surveillance Report (vol. 32) was released in May
2022.  The CDC no longer provides AIDS rankings in the annual report.

• In 2020, Louisiana ranked 12th in the nation for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis case rates
(15.1 per 100,000 population) according to the 2020 CDC STD Surveillance Report.

• As of March 31, 2022, a total of 22,497 persons were living with HIV (PLWH) in Louisiana; of these
individuals, 11,050 persons (49%) have an AIDS diagnosis.

• In 2021, 937 new HIV cases were diagnosed in Louisiana. Of these cases, 27% (n=256) occurred
in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 19% (n=181) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).

• Between January 1 through March 31, 2022, a total of 274 persons were diagnosed with early
syphilis* in Louisiana; 151 persons were diagnosed with P&S syphilis, and 123 persons were
diagnosed with early non-P&S syphilis. Of the total early syphilis cases, 13% (n=36) occurred
in Region 1 (New Orleans) and 15% (n=40) occurred in Region 2 (Baton Rouge).

• The primary risk factor for new HIV diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men who
have sex with men (GBM). In 2021, among persons who reported a risk factor, 57% reported being
GBM, and an additional 2% reported being GBM and a person who injects drugs. As of March 31,
2022, 46% of all people with a reported risk factor living with HIV in Louisiana were GBM.

• The primary risk factor for early syphilis diagnoses in Louisiana is gay, bisexual, and other men
who have sex with men (GBM).  As of March 31, 2022, of the persons who reported a risk factor,
38% reported being GBM, and 61% reported engaging in heterosexual activity. Persons could
report multiple risk factors for syphilis diagnoses.

• In Louisiana, 74% of new HIV cases, 67% of new AIDS cases, and 65% of the early syphilis
diagnoses were among men.

• Black people in Louisiana experience severe health disparities in regards to HIV and STDs.  In
2021, 63% of newly diagnosed HIV cases and 66% of newly diagnosed AIDS cases were Black.
As of March 31, 2022, 56% of early syphilis cases with a reported race/ethnicity were Black.  Only
32% of Louisiana’s overall population is Black.

• A large percentage of new HIV and syphilis diagnoses occurred among adolescents and young
adults. In 2021, 24% of all new HIV diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an
additional 34% occurred among persons 25-34 years old. As of March 31, 2022, 22% of all early
syphilis diagnoses occurred among persons 13-24 years old and an additional 41% occurred
among persons 25-34 years old.
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Please note:  This report reflects only information reported to Louisiana’s HIV/AIDS and STD surveillance systems. 

Updates to HIV Transmission Category Nomenclature 

Starting in 2019, the Quarterly Report has updated HIV transmission category names using people first 
language.  Men who have sex with men (MSM) is now “Gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with 
men” (GBM).  Injection drug use (IDU) is now “People who inject drugs” (PWID). 

Changes to Syphilis Case Definition 

The Quarterly Report includes revisions to the surveillance case definition for syphilis as approved by the 
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) effective January 1, 2018.  Of note, the 
nomenclature for “Early latent syphilis” has been changed to “Early non-primary non-secondary syphilis.”  
Throughout the Quarterly Report it has been abbreviated to “Early non-P&S syphilis.”  Please refer to the 
following documentation for additional information on all other syphilis case definition revisions: 
https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf. 

New Quarterly Report Format: 

The format of the Quarterly Report has been redesigned starting Third Quarter 2017.  Besides for the 
removal of cumulative HIV/AIDS cases and cumulative HIV/AIDS deaths by state and region, the core 
content of the Quarterly Report remains the same with some new modifications described below. 

In efforts to more accurately present the data as it relates to gender identity, tables for persons living with 
HIV now include race/ethnicity and exposure category stratified by current gender identity (i.e. men, women, 
trans women, & trans men) rather than sex at birth.   

In addition, there are three new HIV/AIDS exposure categories: “Trans women- sex with men,” “Trans 
women- sex with men/injection drug user (IDU),” and “Female presumed heterosexual contact” (FPHC).  In 
previous versions of the Quarterly Report, trans women who indicated engaging in sex with men would 
have their HIV exposure classified as “Men who has sex with men” (MSM) or “MSM/IDU.”  The new 
exposure categories (“Trans women- sex with men” & “Trans women- sex with men/IDU”) acknowledge 
and highlight the differences in gender identity between gay and bisexual men versus trans women as well 
as strive to better describe the populations affected by HIV in Louisiana.    

In previous Quarterly Reports, a significant number of HIV-positive women who did not meet the stringent 
“high risk” criteria for “Heterosexual contact” were classified as “No identified risk.”  In an effort to better 
capture and present heterosexual transmission of HIV among women, the STD/HIV Program has used an 
algorithm from the Centers for Disease Control that re-categorizes many women formerly classified as “No 
identified risk” as now meeting the exposure criteria for FPHC.  The primary criteria for FPHC includes:  sex 
at birth is female, answered ‘yes’ to sex with men, answered ‘no’ to injection drug use, and has no other 
documentation that would suggest an alternative mode of HIV acquisition. 

Time Periods for this Quarterly Report (First Quarter 2022 Report):  
Persons Living with HIV – As of March 31, 2022 
New HIV Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2021 
New AIDS Diagnoses – Calendar Year 2021  
New P&S Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to March 31, 2022 (First Quarter of 2022) 
New Early Latent Syphilis Diagnoses – January 1 to March 31, 2022 (First Quarter of 2022) 

Future Quarterly Report: 

Second Quarter 2021 Report: Release in August 2022 
Persons Living with HIV, As of June 30, 2022 
HIV and AIDS Diagnoses, Calendar Year 2021 
P&S Syphilis Diagnoses, First-Second Quarter 2022 (January-June 2022) 
Early non-Primary non-Secondary Syphilis Diagnoses - First-Second Quarter 2022 (January-June 2022) 

https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats/DCL-syph-case-def-sept-4-2017.pdf
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,OOHJDO�GUXJ�XVH��DOO�W\SHV� � ����
,QFDUFHUDWLRQ � ���
3:,' � ���
7UDQV�ZRPHQ���VH[�ZLWK�PHQ � ���
7UDQV�ZRPHQ���VH[�ZLWK�PHQ�3:,' � ���
7UDQVDFWLRQDO�VH[ � ���

1R�5HSRUWHG�5LVN �

3HUVRQV 'LDJQRVHG ZLWK (DUO\ QRQ�3	6 6\SKLOLV
-DQXDU\ � 0DUFK ����

%HWZHHQ -DQXDU\ � WKURXJK 0DUFK ��� ����� �� SHUVRQV ZHUH QHZO\ GLDJQRVHG ZLWK (DUO\ QRQ�3	6 6\SKLOLV LQ 0HWUR
%DWRQ 5RXJH�
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*HQGHU
0DOH
)HPDOH
7UDQV�ZRPHQ
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+5+ � ���
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 !� UHSRUWHG ULVN SHU FDVH SRVVLEOH� &DVHV ZLWK 1R
5HSRUWHG 5LVN H[FOXGHG IURP GHQRPLQDWRU IRU ULVN SHUFHQW
FDOFXODWLRQV�
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9�$,'6
E\ 5HJLRQ

DV RI 0DUFK ��� ����

1HZ�+,9

'LDJQRVHV�����

&DOHQGDU�<HDU

1HZ�$,'6

'LDJQRVHV�����

&DOHQGDU�<HDU

3HUVRQV�/LYLQJ�ZLWK

+,9�QRQ$,'6��WKUX
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3HUVRQV�/LYLQJ

ZLWK�$,'6�WKUX
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3HUVRQV�/LYLQJ

ZLWK�+,9�RU�$,'6
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5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� ���
5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� �����
5HJLRQ�� ��� �� ����� ����� �����
5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� �����
5HJLRQ�� �� �� ��� ��� �����
6WDWH�7RWDO ��� ��� ������ ������ ������

5HJLRQ � �1HZ 2UOHDQV�� -HIIHUVRQ� 2UOHDQV� 3ODTXHPLQHV� 6W� %HUQDUG
5HJLRQ � �%DWRQ 5RXJH�� $VFHQVLRQ� (DVW %DWRQ 5RXJH� (DVW )HOLFLDQD� ,EHUYLOOH� 3RLQWH &RXSHH� :HVW %DWRQ 5RXJH�
:HVW )HOLFLDQD
5HJLRQ � �+RXPD�� $VVXPSWLRQ� /DIRXUFKH� 6W� &KDUOHV� 6W� -DPHV� 6W� -RKQ WKH %DSWLVW� 6W� 0DU\� 7HUUHERQQH
5HJLRQ � �/DID\HWWH�� $FDGLD� (YDQJHOLQH� ,EHULD� /DID\HWWH� 6W� /DQGU\� 6W� 0DUWLQ� 9HUPLOLRQ
5HJLRQ � �/DNH &KDUOHV�� $OOHQ� %HDXUHJDUG� &DOFDVLHX� &DPHURQ� -HIIHUVRQ 'DYLV
5HJLRQ � �$OH[DQGULD�� $YR\HOOHV� &DWDKRXOD� &RQFRUGLD� *UDQW� /D6DOOH� 5DSLGHV� 9HUQRQ� :LQQ
5HJLRQ � �6KUHYHSRUW�� %LHQYLOOH� %RVVLHU� &DGGR� &ODLERUQH� 'H 6RWR� 1DWFKLWRFKHV� 5HG 5LYHU� 6DELQH� :HEVWHU
5HJLRQ � �0RQURH�� &DOGZHOO� (DVW &DUUROO� )UDQNOLQ� -DFNVRQ� /LQFROQ� 0DGLVRQ� 0RUHKRXVH� 2XDFKLWD� 5LFKODQG�
7HQVDV� 8QLRQ� :HVW &DUUROO
5HJLRQ � �+DPPRQG�6OLGHOO�� /LYLQJVWRQ� 6W� +HOHQD� 6W� 7DPPDQ\� 7DQJLSDKRD� :DVKLQJWRQ
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9
5HJLRQ �� 1HZ 2UOHDQV 5HJLRQ

DV RI 0DUFK ��� ����
-HIIHUVRQ� 2UOHDQV� 3ODTXHPLQHV 	 6W� %HUQDUG 3DULVKHV
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9
5HJLRQ �� %DWRQ 5RXJH 5HJLRQ

DV RI 0DUFK ��� ����
$VFHQVLRQ� (DVW %DWRQ 5RXJH� (DVW )HOLFLDQD� ,EHUYLOOH� 3RLQWH &RXSHH� :HVW %DWRQ 5RXJH� 	 :HVW
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0DOH )HPDOH 7UDQV�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9
5HJLRQ �� +RXPD 5HJLRQ

DV RI 0DUFK ��� ����
$VVXPSWLRQ� /DIRXUFKH� 6W� &KDUOHV� 6W� -DPHV� 6W� -RKQ WKH %DSWLVW� 6W� 0DU\� 	 7HUUHERQQH 3DULVKHV
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9
5HJLRQ �� /DID\HWWH 5HJLRQ

DV RI 0DUFK ��� ����
$FDGLD� (YDQJHOLQH� ,EHULD� /DID\HWWH� 6W� /DQGU\� 6W� 0DUWLQ� 	 9HUPLOLRQ 3DULVKHV
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0DOH )HPDOH 7UDQV�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9
5HJLRQ �� /DNH &KDUOHV 5HJLRQ

DV RI 0DUFK ��� ����
$OOHQ� %HDXUHJDUG� &DOFDVLHX� &DPHURQ� 	 -HIIHUVRQ 'DYLV 3DULVKHV
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0DOH )HPDOH 7UDQV�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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3HUVRQV /LYLQJ ZLWK +,9
5HJLRQ �� $OH[DQGULD 5HJLRQ

DV RI 0DUFK ��� ����
$YR\HOOHV� &DWDKRXOD� &RQFRUGLD� *UDQW� /D6DOOH� 5DSLGHV� 9HUQRQ� 	 :LQQ 3DULVKHV
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0DOH )HPDOH 7UDQV�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
1R� � 1R� � 1R� � 1R� �

5DFH�(WKQLFLW\
$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ
$VLDQ�3,
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0DOH )HPDOH 7UDQV�ZRPHQ 5HJLRQ���7RWDOV
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([SRVXUH�&DWHJRU\
*%0
7UDQV�ZRPHQ���VH[�ZLWK�PHQ
*%0�3:,'
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3HULQDWDO
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2020 National CDC HIV and AIDS Rates, Diagnoses, and Rankings 

LDH Office of Public Health STD/HIV/Hepatitis Program 
May 2022 

On May 24, 2022, the CDC released their annual HIV Surveillance Report, Diagnoses of HIV Infection in the United States 
and Dependent Areas, 2020; Vol 33. This report presents 2020 data for diagnoses of HIV infection, death and HIV 
prevalence.  The rate of diagnoses of HIV infection across the United States decreased to an overall rate of 9.2 per 100,000. 
The South had the highest rate of 14.7 per 100,000.   Due to COVID-19, data for the year 2020 should be interpreted with 
caution due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to HIV testing, care-related services, and HIV surveillance 
activities in state/local jurisdictions. Assessment of trends in HIV diagnoses, deaths, and prevalence that include the year 
2020 is discouraged. 

Louisiana ranked 4th in HIV diagnosis rates in 2020 (15.6 per 100,000). This ranking is for persons of all ages. In 2020, 
Louisiana ranked 11th in the number of HIV diagnoses.  

The Baton Rouge MSA ranked 7th (18.4 per 100,000) and the New Orleans MSA ranked 9th (17.3 per 100,000) in HIV 
diagnosis rates in 2020. This ranking is for persons of all ages. In 2020, New Orleans ranked 28th and Baton Rouge ranked 
42nd in the reported number of HIV diagnoses.

MSA HIV Diagnosis Rate, 2020 (per 100,000) Number of HIV Diagnoses, 2020 

Miami, FL 23.6 1,455 

Atlanta, GA 22.2 1,352 

Memphis, TN 20.7 279 

Jackson, MS 20.0 118 

Orlando, FL 19.0 501 

Columbia, SC 18.6 158 

Baton Rouge, LA 18.4 158 

Bakersfield, CA 17.8 160 

New Orleans, LA 17.3 220 

Jacksonville, FL 16.7 265 

HIV Rates, Number of Diagnoses, and Rankings, 2019 & 2020

Please note: In the 2020 Surveillance Report, only the HIV rates were reported and ranked. The table below includes the 
new case counts and rates for 2019 for Louisiana, the New Orleans MSA and the Baton Rouge MSA.  

Louisiana New Orleans MSA Baton Rouge MSA 

2019 2020 2019 2020 2019 2020 

# Rank # Rank # Rank # Rank # Rank # Rank 

HIV Diagnosis Rate 
(per 100,000)

19.0 4 15.6 4 22.2 6 17.3 9 23.5 4 18.4 7 

HIV Diagnosis Count 881 12 723 11 282 27 220 28 201 36 158 42 

STATE HIV Diagnosis Rate, 2020 (per 100,000) Number of HIV Diagnoses, 2020 

District of Columbia 27.6 197 

Georgia 18.5 1,978 

Florida 15.7 3,415 

Louisiana 15.6 723 

Mississippi 13.6 402 

South Carolina 12.6 658 

Nevada 12.5 392 

Texas 12.1 3,555 

Alabama 12.0 591 

Maryland 11.7 707 

United States 9.2 30,403 



2020 National CDC STD Rankings 
Louisiana Department of Health Office of Public Health STD/HIV/Hepatitis Program 

April 12, 2022 

On April 12, 2022, the CDC released their 2020 STD Surveillance Report. This report presents data for diagnoses of STDs in 
2020. 

CDC’s Division of STD Prevention’s main messages in support of this Report are: 
1. Reported cases of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) in the United States decreased during the early months

of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, but most resurged by the end of that year. Ultimately, reported cases of
gonorrhea, syphilis, and congenital syphilis surpassed 2019 levels, while chlamydia declined.

2. The STD burden is not equal. The CODID-19 pandemic heightened awareness of health disparities created by
social and economic factors.  While STDs are increasing among many groups, troubling rates continue to be
observed among communities of color, gay and bisexual men and our nation’s youth.

3. Effective STD prevention will require the collaboration among many groups. These efforts should include local
healthcare systems, clinics, and community-based organizations. State and local health departments should
strengthen the local public health infrastructure and ensure resources are directed appropriately.

4. Efforts must be prioritized and focused to regain lost ground against STDs. Every person should have access to
high-quality STD prevention, care, and treatment free from stigma and discrimination.

Comparison of 2019 to 2020 STD Cases and STD Rates 

2019 2020 
Ranking # Cases Rate* Ranking # Cases Rate* 

P&S Syphilis 9th 700 15.0 12th 704 15.1 

Congenital Syphilis 5th 68 111.4 7th 63 106.9 

Gonorrhea 5th 12,800 274.7 2nd 15,483 333.1 

Chlamydia 3rd 36,131 775.3 2nd 32,997 709.8 
*Rate per 100,000 

Primary and Secondary (P&S) Syphilis: 

In 2020, Louisiana ranked 12th for primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis case rates (15.1 per 100,000 population).  A total 
of 704 cases of P&S syphilis were reported from Louisiana in 2020. In 2019, Louisiana was ranked 9th in the nation for its 
P&S syphilis case rate. 

Since reaching a historic low in 2000 and 2001, the rate of P&S syphilis has increased almost every year in the United 

States, increasing 6.8% during 2019–2020. Despite a rate increase of less than 1%, Louisiana’s 2020 P&S syphilis case rate 

was still 19% greater than the national rate of 12.7 per 100,000.  

STATE P&S Syphilis Case Rate, 2020 (per 100,000) Reported P&S Syphilis Cases, 2020 

Nevada 24.9 767 

Mississippi 24.9 741 

Alaska 24.1 176 

Oklahoma 23.8 941 

New Mexico 22.3 467 

Arizona 20.0 1,454 

California 19.5 7,688 

Arkansas 16.6 502 

Georgia 16.5 1,757 

Florida 16.4 3,520 

New York 15.5 3,022 

Louisiana 15.1 704 

USA 12.7 41,655 



Congenital Syphilis: 

In 2020, Louisiana ranked 7th for congenital syphilis case rates (106.9 per 100,000 live births). Louisiana ranked 5th in 2019 
and had a rate of 72.8 per 100,000 live births. There were a total of 63 congenital syphilis cases reported from Louisiana 
in 2020 and 68 cases reported in 2019.  

Across the United States, the number of CS cases has increased 235% since 2016. Over 2,100 cases were reported in 2020 
alone. Despite the improved ranking for 2020, the rate in Louisiana was almost double the national rate of 57.3 per 
100,000 live births.  

STATE Congenital Syphilis Case Rate, 2020  
(per 100,000 live births) 

Reported Congenital Syphilis Cases, 2020 

New Mexico 182.9 42 

Arizona 151.2 120 

Texas 148.6 561 

Nevada 131.2 46 

Oklahoma 107.8 53 

California 107.7 481 

Louisiana 106.9 63 

US TOTAL 57.3 2,148 

Chlamydia: 

In 2020, Louisiana ranked 2nd for chlamydia case rates (709.8 per 100,000 population). Louisiana ranked 3rd in 2019 with 
a rate of 775.3 per 100,000. There were a total of 32,997 cases of chlamydia reported from Louisiana in 2020.  

In 2020, a total of 1,579,885 cases of chlamydia were reported to the CDC, making it the most common notifiable sexually 
transmitted infection in the United States for that year. The chlamydia case rate in Louisiana was 48% greater than the 
national case rate of 481.3 per 100,000. Across the nation, the rate of chlamydia decreased by 13%.  

STATE Chlamydia Case Rate, 2020  (per 100,000) Reported Chlamydia Cases, 2020 

Mississippi 803.7 23,919 

Louisiana 709.8 32,997 

Alaska 695.8 5,090 

South Carolina 662.7 34,118 

North Carolina 616.3 64,640 

USA 481.3 1,579,885 

Gonorrhea: 

In 2020, Louisiana ranked 2nd for gonorrhea case rates (333.1 per 100,000 population). Louisiana ranked 5th in 2019 with 
a rate of 274.7 per 100,000 population. There were 15,483 cases of gonorrhea reported from Louisiana in 2020.  

In 2020, a total of 677,769 cases of gonorrhea were reported to the CDC, making it the second most common notifiable 
sexually transmitted infection in the United States for that year. Across the nation, the rate of gonorrhea increased 5.7%, 
but in Louisiana the rate increased 21.3%. The gonorrhea case rate in Louisiana was 61% greater than the national rate of 
206.5 per 100,000.  

STATE Gonorrhea Case Rate, 2020  (per 100,000) Reported Gonorrhea Cases, 2020 

Mississippi 462.8 13,773 

Louisiana 333.1 15,483 

South Carolina 324.4 16,705 

Alabama 294.2 14,426 

Oklahoma 283.1 11,204 

USA 206.5 677,769 
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